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WASHINGTON MEDICAL LEGAL PARTNERSHIP
HEALTH STUDENT SUMMER INTERNSHIP

Harborview Medical Center [hybrid on-site & remote]
Pediatrics

Enrolled in (or expected to start, in the fall) a graduate health sciences
program: dentistry, health policy, hospital administration, medicine,
public health, pharmacy, social work, nursing.

8-10 weeks total- healthcare & legal student to coordinate times
10-20 Stipend $6,400

Students will work in a clinical environment. Completion of any required
vaccination or screening before start of internship is expected.

This practical, policy-focused project connects healthcare providers with
legal advocates to research, analyze, and design solutions to address a
priority issue at the intersection of health and the law. Each summer, the
Medical-Legal Partnership (MLP) selects a focus area in consultation with
its healthcare and legal partners, drawing from the I-HELP framework
describing health-harming civil legal needs:

e Income supports

e Housing and utilities

e Educational oremployment access
e Legal status, and

e Personal or family stability.

The topic is chosen based on salience in the patient community, shifts in
law or policy, notable increases in referrals, or new opportunities for
advocacy.

The resulting project immerses students in the medical, social, and legal
dimensions of the issue. Participants learn how health-harming civil legal
needs impact patient care, and how medical and legal systems can
collaborate to improve outcomes. Working jointly with supervising
clinicians and MLP attorneys, interns explore the legal context, relevant
benefits or protections, and the practical challenges faced by patients and
providers. They speak with individuals affected by the issue, conduct key
informant interviews within relevant agencies, and synthesize findings into
compelling, actionable recommendations.
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The internship culminates with a deliverable such as a written report, a
policy brief, a presentation to stakeholders, or a clinically tailored
infographic or executive summary - products intended to inform advocacy
strategies, policy changes, or healthcare practice improvements.

Activities e Learn about the principles of medical-legal partnership (MLP) and its
role in addressing health-harming civil legal needs.

e Review documents and interview key informants to understand
barriers, gaps, or inequities affecting patients at participating
healthcare institutions.

e Interview MLP attorneys and clinical stakeholders (physicians, program
coordinators, social workers) to document the ways in which patients,
communities, or healthcare systems are impacted by the selected
legal-health issue.

e Examine any specific benefits, rights, or protections in law or policy that
pertain to the identified focus area.

e Collaborate with legal colleagues to determine strategies for advocacy,
accountability, and systemic improvement.

e From the health professional perspective, assist legal colleagues in
understanding the clinical implications and health system costs of
barriers related to the selected topic.

Products Internalissue brief
Clinically tailored infographic or executive summary

To Apply Applications will be accepted until the positions are filled, with
priority given to applications received by December 31, 2025. Please
send your CV and a cover letter, explaining how this experience will
complement your education, to:

Brian D. Johnston, MD MPH

Chief of Pediatrics | Harborview Medical Center

Associate Chief Medical Officer | Harborview Medical Center
Professor of Pediatrics | University of Washington Dr. Brian Johnston
bdj@uw.edu
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